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Dear colleagues and friends,

With great pain and disbelief, we found out the sad news that on May 30, 2020, after a short illness, our dear colleague, Dr Zoran Stanković, associate professor at the Department of Pedagogy at the Faculty of Philosophy, University of Niš, suddenly passed away. Only ten days earlier, we intensively cooperated on regular jobs, on numerous scientific and professional projects, as well as on issues of realization and improvement of teaching in the latest extraordinary circumstances, and today we are forced to say goodbye to him irrevocably. All this caused great sadness and grief of all members of the Department of Pedagogy, as well as our deep condolences in pain with his sister, mother and father, and especially with members of the immediate family, son Danilo and wife Aleksandra, about whom our dear colleague Zoran spoke with great love and to whom he was truly devoted both as a caring father and as a beloved husband.

Zoran Stanković was born 1968. in Aleksinac. He started his education in his hometown, where he finished lower music, primary and secondary school, and then he completed primary, master's studies, as well as a doctorate of science at the Faculty of Teacher Education / Pedagogy of the University of Niš. He attended and completed the studies at the Pedagogical Academy "Dušan Trivunac" in Aleksinac (1988-1991), and then continued his studies at the Faculty of Teacher Education in Vranje (1994-1997). He completed his postgraduate studies and defense of his master's thesis "Application of teaching at higher levels of complexity with a multimendial approach in teaching nature and society" in 2003 at the Faculty of Teacher Education, University of Niš, based in Vranje, under the mentorship of prof. Dr Bora Stanimirović. He received his doctorate in the field of didactic and methodical science, on the topic "Individualization of methodological models of teaching using electronic textbooks (educational software)", at the Faculty of Teacher Education, University of Niš, based in Vranje, in the spring of 2014, under the mentorship of prof. Dr Marjan Blažič.

Zoran Stanković has had a meaningful professional career. He worked first as a professor (class and subject teaching) at the Special Primary School "Vladimir Djordjević" in Aleksinac (1997-2000), and then as a teacher of practical teaching at the Higher School for Educator in Aleksinac (2000-2004). He came to the Faculty of Philosophy in Niš at the beginning of 2004 and worked as an assistant at the then newly established Department of Pedagogy (2004-2014). Immediately after defending his doctorate in science in 2014, he was elected and taught as an assistant professor (2014-2019), and in mid-2019 he was elected and has been teaching as an associate professor ever since. In that teaching-scientific title, he was caught in a sudden illness and death.
During all that time, he performed various responsible functions at the Faculty of Philosophy in Niš. He was the Secretary of the Department of Pedagogy (2005-2007), the Editor-in-Chief of the Godišnjak of Pedagogy (since 2017), as well as the Headmaster of the Department of Pedagogy (since the school year 2016/17). In the wider social community, he expressed his active work within the Association of Pedagogues of Serbia, of which he became a member in 2014. He was also a member of the editorial board of the journal  International Journal of Cognitive Research in Science, Engineering and Education (IJCRSEE) and a reviewer of numerous papers.
He has published two monographs and several scientific and professional studies in domestic and foreign journals, as well as collections of papers and thematic publications in the field of pedagogy. He has actively participated in numerous scientific conferences in the country and abroad. On this occasion, especially for his scientific contribution, we single out two of his published monographs: Application of teaching at higher levels of complexity with a multimedia approach (Faculty of Philosophy Niš, 2004) and Didactic innovations in theory and teaching practice (co-authored with Prof. Dr Dragan Stanojevic) (Faculty of Philosophy Niš, 2019). We also point out three very successful empirically verified educational software for preschool and younger school age children.

Scientific approach of a respected and dear colleague, prof. Dr Zoran Stanković, was characterized by a distinct multidisciplinary orientation, focused on research in the didactic-methodological area, as well as in the field of modern educational and information-communication technologies. In doing so, he always showed a completely reliable methodological grounding in empirical research. He built good theoretical starting points, as well as complete and consistent information about numerous domestic and foreign researchers and their achievements. Of special value is the fact that the stated research results and knowledge are fully applicable in direct teaching practice and significantly contribute to the training of lecturers at all educational levels. He noticed current problem questions in the field of teaching improvement with great ease, and then gave creative answers to them, as well as methodical practical solutions, which encouraged many other researchers to further consider the same and related problems.

In the field of university teaching, since his election as an assistant at the Faculty of Philosophy in Niš, and then in the teaching titles of assistant professor and associate professor, he has shown a strong commitment to work with students in undergraduate, master's and doctoral academic studies, in numerous subjects: Methods of educational work, Didactic innovations, Multimedia systems in education, Educational technologies, Pedagogical informatics, Strategies of efficient education, Methodology of teaching technical-technological subjects, Didactics of media, Methodical modeling of teaching. He was a dedicated and selfless mentor to many students who did final and master's theses, and he showed the same kind of dedication and dedication in cooperation with younger associates, with all colleagues from the Department of Pedagogy, as well as associates and teachers of the Faculty of Philosophy and other universities. and scientific institutes at home and abroad.
He performed the function of the head of the Department of Pedagogy at the Faculty of Philosophy, University of Niš, devotedly and correctly, trying to find the best solutions for continuous improvement and development of study programs, as well as direct teaching in those programs. . He showed a similar kind of dedication, dedication, goodwill and responsibility as the editor-in-chief of the scientific journal Godišnjak of Pedagogy.

At the end of this obituary, deeply overwhelmed with sadness and disbelief, you will allow me to be subjective and point out numerous examples of personal scientific and teaching cooperation with my colleague Zoran, in which I could testify to his high scientific and human qualities. I realized that as a member of his commission for the defense of his doctoral dissertation, as well as the commission for his election to the teaching-scientific titles of assistant professor and associate professor. We have also collaborated as reviewers of scientific publications, and as members of numerous commissions for the defense of graduate, final and master's theses, and I am proud to emphasize that we have done more joint scientific research. We have published a part of that in leading domestic and international journals, and some papers will soon be published, but unfortunately, their colleague Zoran will not receive them. The freshest and most complete impression on me was left by the direct collaboration on the review of the textbook manuscript Statistical Tests in Pedagogical Research, which I did together with my colleague Jelena Osmanović, and for which my colleague Zoran gave us a series of selfless, useful and precise suggestions. would get such a clear textbook concept.

Premature death of our esteemed and dear colleague, prof. Dr Zoran Stanković, as a caring father and loyal husband, a devoted brother and son, will always be the greatest loss and suffering for his family and loved ones. For the Faculty of Philosophy in Nis, and especially for the Department of Pedagogy, it will be an irreparable departure of teachers and colleagues in those professional years when he was ready to contribute the most to his institution and his scientific community.

May he have eternal glory and praise!

Prof. Dr. Jelena Maksimović
Department of Pedagogy
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